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life, speaking ' daggers ' to them, only the ' daggers ' here were
calculated not to wound but to heal like a surgeon's knife. He
first twitted them for preparing their address in a foreign
tongue which they ought to have done if only out of a sense of
courtesy in Hindi or failing that in Sindhi in which case he
would have appreciated their delicacy. Even foreigners when
they came to see him tried to use as many Hindustani words in
his presence as their vocabulary allowed because they knew that
it would please him. What excuse had they then to use any other
than their mother tongue on the present occasion ? The Nehru
Committee Report had recommended that Hindustani should
be the lingua franca and official language of India under Swaraj.
" But probably you will perhaps say," he humorously observed,
" ' We are Independencewallas.' Well then, I would remind you
of the example of General Botha who refused to speak in Eng-
lish even in the presence of the King at the time of the South
African settlement after the Boer War, but preferred to use
Dutch only taking the help of an interpreter. That was the only
thing that a representative of a freedom-loving people could do."
Referring to their foreign fripperies and their extravagant ways
of living, he said, " As students of economics, you ought to know
that the fees that you pay do not cover even a fraction of the
amount that is spent on your education from the public ex-
chequer. Has it ever occurred to you, my fine young men, as to
where the rest of the money comes from ? It comes from the
pockets of the poor, the living skeletons of Orissa, who go about
with lack-lustre eyes and despair written on their face and a
gnawing hunger in their stomach from year's end to year's end,
eking out their existence on a handful of rotten rice and a pinch
of dirty salt flung at them by the insulting munificence of the
rich Gujaratis and Marwadis. What have you done for these
brethren of yours ?  Instead of wearing homespun khadi pre-
pared by the pure hands of your sisters that brings them a few
additional coppers, you go in for foreign stuffs thereby helping
to send 60 crores of rupees, out of the country annually and
to snatch away the bread from the mouths of the poor of India.
The result is that the country is ground to powder. Our com-
merce instead of enriching our country has become an instru-
ment of our exploitation and our commercial classes have been
^reduced to the position of commission agents for Lancashire